
PHI UPSILON OMICRON 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY IN FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES AND RELATED AREAS 

 

Nature and Purpose of the Organization 

Phi Upsilon Omicron is an honor society in family and consumer sciences and related areas which was founded at 

the University of Minnesota, February 10, 1909. The purposes of this honor society are to recognize and encourage 
academic excellence, develop qualities of professional and personal leadership, provide opportunities for service to 

the profession, and encourage professional and personal commitment to advance family and consumer sciences and 

related areas. 

 

A. Membership 

Eligibility for active membership: 

1. Enrolled in curricula leading to a degree in family and consumer sciences or a related area. 

2. Has completed 40 semester hours, or 60-quarter hours, or the equivalent. 

3. Ranks not lower than the highest thirty-five percent of their class in general scholarship within their 

unit. 

4. Personal qualities which give promise of leadership and outstanding professional achievement. 

5. Demonstrates a spirit of service. 
6. Exemplifies character through personal integrity and professional attitude. 

 

B. Professional Programs of Work 

The professional work of the honor society is carried on through the National Council and by chapters. 

Chapter professional projects have included: 

1. Providing and supporting scholarship funds for local awards. 

2. Promoting family and consumer sciences and related areas on campuses. 

3. Serving the community through programs for the handicapped, battered women, and the homeless. 

 

C. National Scholarships, Fellowships and Awards 

Through the Phi Upsilon Omicron Educational Foundation, Inc. national scholarships, fellowships and awards are 
awarded annually.  See brochure for description. 

 

D. Official Publication of the Honor Society 

Since 1916, the honor society has published THE CANDLE semi-annually.  A copy is enclosed. 

 

E. Governing Plan of the Honor Society 

1. National Council.  The membership of this council includes the national officers, executive director,  

the communications coordinator, alumni councilor, advisor councilor, collegiate chair, the region 

councilors, finance committee chair, and region collegiate representatives. 

2. Conclave.  This is a biennial meeting which all members of the National Council and delegates from 

each of the collegiate and alumni chapters attend.  All members and guests are invited to attend. 

 
F. New Chapters 

The National Expansion Committee works with a college or university to prepare a petition for a charter for 

consideration and action by the National Council and the chapters in the district where the institution is located.  

Financial obligations of the new chapter include: 

1. A one-time chapter installation fee of $300 is payable to Phi Upsilon Omicron upon notification of 

approval of Petition for the chapter installation.  (The installation fee pays for some initiation supplies.) 

2. Each new member shall pay into the National Treasury a total of $50 at the time of initiation.  This 

includes a subscription to THE CANDLE, an initiation pin, a membership certificate and a member 

handbook.  This completes the initiate’s financial obligation to National during the period as a 

collegiate chapter member. 

3. Local honorary initiates pay no initiation fees.  The chapter pays for a CANDLE subscription ($15) for 
each local honorary member. 

4. Alumni fees to be paid to National yearly are $25, which includes two issues of THE CANDLE. 

 

      Susan M. Rickards, Executive  Director 

      Phi Upsilon Omicron 

      PO Box 329  

      Fairmont, WV 26555  

      304-368-0612       

      rickards@phiu.org  

      www.phiu.org   



   SUBMIT TO: Executive Director 

 

    By________________________________ 

 
FORM I: PETITION FOR FORMATION OF A PHI UPSILON OMICRON COLLEGIATE CHAPTER 

I College or University 

 

Name ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Location ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date Founded ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Financed by __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Person to contact ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone___________________________Fax______________________E-Mail______________________ 

 

II Minimum Requirements for College, School or Department interested in a Chapter of Phi Upsilon Omicron 

1. College or university rating (recognized accrediting agencies). 

 

2. College, school, or department accredited/approved by accrediting body or professional organization. 

 

       _____________Yes    ___________No           If yes, please list: 
 

3. Student body. 

a. Number of students enrolled in the college or university ______________________________ 

 

b. Number of undergraduates enrolled in the family and consumer sciences or related area 

college, school or department. __________________________________________________ 

 

c. Four-year undergraduate degrees offered by college, school or department. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

d. Number of graduate students (if applicable) enrolled in the family and consumer sciences or 

related area college, school, or department. ______________ 

 

e. Degrees (if applicable) offered by the college, school or department. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 



4. Faculty: 

a. Number of full-time faculty members ________________ 

Number of part-time faculty members ________________ 

b. Names of faculty who are members of Phi Upsilon Omicron: 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Students: 

Please list on an attached sheet the students who will make up the initial colony of Phi Upsilon 

Omicron members at your institution.  Include name, major and expected graduation date of each. 

A president-elect should be selected from this group.  As soon as the application is approved other 

officers should be selected so they may be installed at the time of chapter installation. 

6. Very briefly describe the relationship of your unit within the college or university structure. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Briefly describe the physical facilities available for use by your unit. 

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

      Approved by:  

______________________________________  

President of College or University             Date    

______________________________________                    

Dean of College             Date 

______________________________________  

Dean of Head of Petitioning Unit               Date 



PROCEDURES IN ESTABLISHING A PHI UPSILON OMICRON COLLEGIATE CHAPTER 

1. The college or university group completes Petition Form and returns it to the National Executive Director.   

Members of the Expansion Committee review the petition and make recommendations.  If all is complete, the 

petition is forwarded to the National President for approval by National Council. 

2. If approved, the petition is sent to the Region Councilor (of region in which the new chapter would be located) 

who circulates them to the collegiate chapters in the region for approval (approval by three-fourths of these 
chapters is necessary).  The Region Councilor notifies the President of National Council and the Expansion 

Committee Chairperson. 

3. At any step in the process when approval is not given, the Executive Director informs the petitioning group of 

the situation and indicates the action necessary to meet the standards required for a chapter.  

4. After approval, the procedures are then outlined for the installation of the new chapter.  The National President, 

Executive Director, and Region Councilor are responsible for planning the installation. 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PETITIONING UNIT IN PREPARATION FOR CHAPTER INSTALLATION 

1. Set date for installation with National President, Region Councilor and Executive Director. 

2. Send $300 to the Executive Director for chapter installation fee. .  (The installation fee pays for some initiation 

supplies.) 

3. Send a complete name list to the Executive Director of those charter members to be initiated. 

4. Provide Installation Chair and Co-Chair with complete number of persons being initiated under the various 
categories three weeks prior to installation: 

______________________Current Student 

______________________Alumni 

______________________Local Honorary Members 

5. Plan for installation activities to include: 

A. Orientation of officers, advisors, collegiate members and alumni. 

B. Collection of initiation fees. 

C. Installation and initiation ceremonies (will be provided by a visiting chapter). 

D. Charge service. 

E. Chapter meeting and installation of officers. 

6. Supplies for Initiation: 

A. White table coverings 

B. Three copies of the name and addresses of those being initiated in the following order: 

(1) Petitioning group in alphabetical order with officers indicated. 

(2) Alumni members in alphabetical order with officers indicated. 

(3) Honorary members in alphabetical order. 

(4) Other members in alphabetical order, any officers indicated. 

C. Thirteen white candles and one yellow candle, ten inches high. 

D. Fourteen inexpensive candle holders (clear, if possible). 

E. Blooming African violet potted plant. (live or artificial). 

F. Three ribbons—one yellow, one white, and one purple---six to eight inches long and two inches wide. 

G. Equipment including a table (2  feet x 5 feet or comparable size). 

H. Registration book for members to sign as they are initiated. 

I. Any other supplies needed for initiation will be supplied by the installing chapter. 


